Vermont Alliance for Ethical Healthcare
Efforts to Improve End-of-Life Care

The mission statement of VAEH is to “promote the provision of excellent health care at the end of life in an ethical manner and to oppose efforts to legalize physician-assisted suicide or euthanasia in Vermont.”  Most of our time and resources in the first five years of our existence have been directed at the second portion of our mission because of the imminent threat of legalization of physician-assisted suicide in Vermont.  Now that this effort has been soundly defeated, we will redirect some of our time and resources to our primary purpose.  We will, of course, remain vigilant about promised efforts to resurrect the legislative drive for PAS.


In 2004-2005, the Vermont Attorney General, William Sorrell, directed an initiative on end-of-life care.  The VAEH provided several individuals from various backgrounds who participated in the development of the final report (available for purchase at:  http://www.atg.state.vt.us/display.php?pubsec=4&curdoc=947 ). This led to legislative changes establishing and clarifying several important issues, including out-of-hospital do-not-resuscitate orders and an on-line advance directive registry.

The Vermont Ethics Network has provided leadership in establishment of the advance directive registry and in updating their recommended advance directive documents to be in conformity with the new legislation.  The VAEH has involved in these efforts and continues to do so.

Three week prior to the 2007 legislative vote on the Death with Dignity bill, the VAEH retained the part-time services of a Montpelier lobbying firm, Vitzthum and Carroll.  They were instrumental in this defeat.  We have retained their services to help us develop legislative proposals that will significantly enhance end-of-life care for all Vermonters.  Over the summer and fall of 2007, they have helped us interact with all major stakeholders in end-of-life care in Vermont.  We will continue to work towards our primary goal.
