What is the public's opinion on physician-assisted suicide?
Public opinion polls are an important tool in making decisions on public policy.  However, poll results often reflect a person's first impression, not necessarily his or her thoughtful belief.  For example, Oregon polls on physician-assisted suicide done just before the referendum vote in 1994 showed 60-70% support, but the actual referendum passed 51.3% to 48.7%.  In addition, poll results are greatly influenced by the way the poll question is worded.  For example, one poll found that 72% favored allowing a physician to "end the patient's life by some painless means", but only 62% favored allowing the physician to "assist the patient to commit suicide."  With those caveats, let's look at some actual poll results, both national and in Vermont.

Associated Press – Ipsos Poll (May 2007)  -  1,000 adults from 48 states

“Do you think it should be legal or illegal for doctors to help terminally ill patients end their own life by giving them a prescription for fatal drugs?”

	legal
	48%

	illegal
	44%

	no opinion
	  5%

	no answer
	  3%


“If you were seriously ill with a terminal disease, would you consider ending your own life, or not?”

	yes
	35%

	no
	55%

	probably
	  3%

	maybe
	  2%


CBS News Poll
"If a person has a disease that will ultimately destroy their mind or body and they want to take their own life, should a doctor be allowed to assist the person in taking his or her own life or not?"                 

	Date
	YES
	NO

	Dec. 1993 
	58%
	36%

	Nov. 1998
	52%
	37%

	Nov. 2004
	46%
	45%


Gallup Poll
"Regardless of whether or not you think it should be legal, tell me whether you personally believe doctor assisted suicide is morally acceptable or morally wrong."

	Year
	Acceptable
	Wrong

	2001
	49.9%
	39.8%

	2004
	45.1%
	49.4%


Charlton Research Co. (1997)

"Do you think a person has the moral right to end his/her life when they are experiencing . . . 

	Condition
	YES
	NO

	Severe Pain 
	60%
	33%

	Incurable Disease 
	53%
	38%

	Burden on Family 
	23%
	69%

	Healthy, Wants to Die
	11%
	83%


WCAX Channel 3  (2003 poll by "Research 2000")

"Do you favor a law that would allow doctors to help terminally ill patients die?"

YES 44% / NO 45%

WCAX Channel 3  (2005 poll by “Research 2000)

“Do you favor or oppose the Death with Dignity bill, which would allow doctor’s [sic] to assist te3rminally ill patients to end their own lives?”

FAVOR 64%  /  OPPOSE 28%  /  NOT SURE 8%

Poll of Vermont Physicians (done by VAEH in 2003)

Oppose legalization of physician-assisted suicide

69.6%

Support legalization of physician-assisted suicide

29.2%

Undecided






  1.2%

Death With Dignity Poll  (2004 poll by Zogby International)

Q1:  "Which of the following 2 options most closely represents your belief.

A. If I am terminally ill, within 6 months of dying with no hope of recovery, the decision about when I should be able to bring a peaceful end to my suffering is mine to make in accordance with my wishes and in consultation with my family and loved ones. 

B. Given the sacredness of human life, only God should decide when my life ends." 

Option A 72.0% / Option B 23.8%

Q2:  "Would you support or oppose legislation to allow a mentally competent adult, dying of a terminal disease, the choice to request and receive medication from a physician to peacefully end suffering and hasten death?"

SUPPORT 77.7% / OPPOSE 17.0%

Last Acts 1999 poll  (US)
"In your opinion, how should we deal with the problem of end-of-life pain and suffering?"

Improve care for the dying: 65%

Make physician-assisted suicide legal: 23%

