Vermont Organization of Nurse Leaders

Position Statement

Legalization of Physician Assisted Suicide

As Nurse Leaders, we seek to promote practice environments for nurses that reflect the ANA Code of Ethics, which states:

1.3  “Nurses are leaders and vigilant advocates for the delivery of humane care.  Nurses actively participate in assessing the responsible and appropriate use of intervention in order to minimize unwarranted or unwanted treatment and patient suffering.  The acceptability and importance of carefully considered decisions regarding resuscitation status, withholding and withdrawing life sustaining therapies, for foregoing medically provided nutrition and hydration, aggressive pain and symptom management and advanced directives are increasingly evident.  The nurse should provide interventions to relieve pain and other symptoms in the dying patient, even when those interventions entail the risk of hastening death.  However, nurses may not act if with the sole intent of ending a patient’s life, even though such action may be motivated by compassion, respect for patient autonomy and quality of life, and should be actively involved in related research, education, practice, and policy development.”

VONL is committed to compassionate care of persons at end of life.  It is the position of VONL to:

· Affirm the value of end of life care, which includes aggressive and comprehensive symptom management

· Affirm that the healthcare team must be vigilant advocates for humane and ethical care for the alleviation of suffering and for the non-abandonment of patients

· Support public policy that ensures access to hospice and palliative care for persons facing the end of life

· Oppose the legalization of physician assisted suicide
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� Modeled after the Hospice and Palliative Nurses Association Position Statement





