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Hi Folks, 

Things have gone quiet on the Death With Dignity front. Since the decisive vote of the Medical Society's Council, neither the DWD supporters nor the media has been very vocal on the issue. Yesterday's Burlington Free Press did have an editorial (http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/bfpnews/editorial/sunday/1000h.htm, available for 6 more days) urging the 2004 legislature to "do more to ease the process of dying; hospice programs should be expanded; and doctors should be better trained in end-of-life care". 

I have been in contact with the chairs of both the House and Senate Health and Welfare Committees where the 2 DWD bills reside, requesting the opportunity to testify if either should hold hearings on the assisted suicide legislation. 

Jim Leddy's response: "While it is very unlikely that my Committee will hold any hearings on the Death with Dignity bill, I will probably hold a public forum on "End of Life Care: the Choices and Challenges." I haven't set a date yet, but wish to have a discussion on the broader question and issues of end of life care. I'll let you know when we fix a date." 

Tom Koch's response: "My committee will be discussing this subject--but not the bill itself--on Feb 4 and 5. Please contact Lynn Hegamyer at Legislative Council (828-2231) to get on the schedule. I have tried to make it clear that I think the discussion of end of life issues is good and should continue but that the bill will not be dealt with by my committee this year. We welcome your contribution to the discussion." 

However, we must not become complacent and think the issue has gone away. I have scheduled a conference call in mid January with 5 leaders of national organizations who have experience in these legislative matters and 5 members of VAEH. 

If you hear of continued activity, discussion, media coverage, etc., please let us know by e-mail at info@vaeh.org or mail at P.O. Box 2145; South Burlington, VT 05407. 

Check out our website (www.vaeh.org) for recent updates of resources, links, etc. 

If you know of others who oppose the legalization of physician-assisted suicide and would like to receive these periodic e-newletters, or if you would like to be removed from this distribution list, please notify us as above. 

Have a Happy New Year. 

Bob Orr

